"He picked up a monitor
and threw it at me."
I was taking care of a known violent offender that the police knew
well from drug and alcohol problems. I went into his room to do
vitals & he grabbed my arm, but I was able to get away. I had to
give him some medication & he grabbed me again. He kept his eyes
open just far enough to see me, like he was going to pounce. I told
my manager I was afraid, but nothing was done & I had to return to
his room again to take care of his IV. He grabbed me but this time I
couldn’t get away. He threw the IV pole at me &, despite the loud
noise, no one came to help. I managed to activate the code blue
button & start to get away but he picked up a monitor and threw it at
me, hitting my leg. When the emergency room doctor arrived to help
(she was on a knee scooter due to an injury) the patient actually
tried to kick that out from under her.

ASSAULTED
WHILE ON DUTY
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I don’t cry easily, but that day I did. Interestingly, I was not asked to
fill out an incident report, I assume because the patient didn’t get
hurt. The nurse did.
I still think about this and how scared I was of this patient and
nobody cared. I would never recommend nursing as a career to
anyone & I'm glad I'm retiring soon.

Assault is not part of the job.

Montana Nurses Association
20 Old MT State Hwy
Clancy, MT 59634

For more information:

www.mtnurses.org

DID YOU KNOW?
In 2014, patients were
responsible for

49%

of reported injuries
related to violence.
Source: AFLCIO, Dealth on the Job Report 2015

